
Wood Brainteaser Puzzle 

 

 

Step 1: Cut a piece of Black 

Walnut wood to a finished 

length of 5 ½” using either the 

Miter Saw or Box Miter. 

 

Step 2: Layout the location 

where you will be drilling three 

different holes using the 

diagram and measurements 

shown in picture 1. 

 

Step 3: Drill the middle hole 

using a 7/8” Forstner bit, as is 

shown in picture 2. 

 

Step 4: Drill the two end holes 

using a 7/64” Pilot point drill 

bit, as is shown in picture 3.  

 

Step 5: Use the panel / surface sander to sand 

down both surfaces of your project. (Check with the 

instructor before sanding to make sure proper adjustments have 

been made to the sander.) 

 

Step 6: Have your instructor operate the trim 

router to round over the edges of your project. 
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Step 7: Obtain two 1” wooden balls from your instructor. Use 

the 3/16” pilot point drill bit to drill a hole in the middle of 

each ball. Make sure to use the channel wrench instead of 

your hands to hold onto the wood ball for safety purposes. Be 

sure to hold firmly on the wrench handle while drilling into and 

out of the material you are drilling also. 

Step 8: Hand sand all parts using 150 grit & 220 grit sandpaper. 

Be sure that all parts, especially the edges, are sanded 

extremely well. 

Step 9: Finish your project pieces off with a generous coat of 

mineral oil. Allow the oil 24 hours to soak into the material prior to final assembly. 

Step 10: Cut a piece of mason line to 32” in length.   

Step 11: Fold the mason line in half and thread loop through the 

middle hole of your project as shown in picture 8 

Step 12: Thread the ends of the string through the string loop 

and pull tight. Your drawing should look like that in picture 9. 

Step 13: Place the two wooden balls onto the mason line. Pic 10 

Step 14: Thread the ends of each string through the holes we 

drilled at each end of the wood block. Put a double knot in the 

string once threaded through so that it cannot be pulled out. 

See picture 11 for a better understanding if confused. 

Step 15:  Your project is now complete and can be submitted for 

a grade.  

 

 

Objective of the Brainteaser is to transfer one of the wooden 

balls from its loop to the opposite loop that the other wooden 

ball is on.  (Both balls should be on the same string) 
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